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the body of his hero, whom he then caused to be reverently
entombed again. Aix, the second city of his Empire, was
honoured by being given some of the relics of St. Adalbert;
the remainder he took with him to Rome, which he reached
in the autumn. In January 1001 he made the donation to
the Papacy which has already been mentioned, styling himself
" servus apostolorum." This completed the most glorious
year of his reign, and the most tragic, the last, was immedi-
ately to follow. For, a fortnight later, his dream of a
" Renovatio imperil Romanorum" was shattered, and he
awoke to a grim reality.
Revolt of the The Romans had complacently accepted the proud
position in which their city had been placed, but they were
quite unworthy of the responsibility assigned to them by
Otto. Local politics meant much more to them than imperial,
and when he treated with leniency the revolt of Tivoli, which
they wished to see utterly destroyed, their anger broke out
uncontrollably against the foreigner who disregarded their
wishes. The Tusculan nobles, on whom he had placed
especial reliance, took the lead in the outbreak, and Otto
had to take refuge in the Castle of Sant' Angelo. From there
he addressed the crowd, reminding them of his love for them,
for whose sake he had left country and kin and abandoned
Germany, and how he had spread their name and fame to
the ends of the earth. "And now you have cast out your
father." His appeal met with an emotional response, but
had no lasting result; and he soon left Rome, which his
forces were inadequate to conquer, and retired to Ravenna.
There he was torn between two conflicting impulses. St.
Romuald urged him to become a monk, and in his
disheartened state he thought of making his peace with God
by taking the vows at Jerusalem, for he saw in his defeat the
punishment of God. But the sense of his imperial mission
prevailed and his desire for vengeance on the Romans. The
appearance of reinforcements from Germany made this
Death of possible, but hardly had they reached him when he was
Otto III stricken with fever and died at Paterno, in the region of
Mt. Soracte, on 24 January 1002.
The glamour     He was then only twenty-one years of age.   Yet for
of his short   seven years he had been the actual ruler of the Empire, and
under his direction its character was largely remodelled.

